
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m starting to feel a tad old; it’s been 20 years since I first started raising money for clean water. Yet that 

dream I had when I was six thrives with the same level of enthusiasm today. I think it does so because I have 

been able to share it with the people around me, and now countless volunteers, donors and supporters have 

dreamed alongside me that you’re never too young or old to make a difference. Heck, I wasn’t an expert or a 

visionary in my youth, I just found something that I cared about, was brave enough to put myself out there 

even though I could have failed, and we ended up making an unbelievable difference in the lives of countless 

people. So, thank you. Thank you to everyone who encourages people and initiatives that come from the 

heart. With nurturing care, we are able to transform the most naive ideas and visions into reality. My dream 

as a kid is now a reality because of those who have helped and supported us every step of the way. So please, 

continue to manifest things you care about into reality, into tangible solutions. The world needs more doers 

and we’re lucky to have so many on our team here at Ryan’s Well. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

The Ryan’s Well Foundation would like to sincerely thank our many monthly donors – some of whom have 

been donating since the beginning of the Foundation! Their consistent, reliable generosity makes it easier 

for us to plan for the future. If this method appeals to you, we remind you that you can easily set yourself 

up as a monthly donor on our website at www.ryanswell.ca/donate. 

Sometimes something small in one person’s life can be life-changing in another’s. 

Greetings from the Ryan’s Well Family! 

Thank You 

For Twenty Years of Clean Water! 

Fall 2017 Newsletter 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Message from Mark, Ryan’s Well 

Executive Director 

Have You Heard About 

RWIDF? 
KW Cares 

I have to be one of the luckiest people on the planet to have been able to be just a small part of the incredible strides Ryan’s 

Well has made. To be the conduit of people wanting to help people who they will never get to meet is such a difficult thing to 

put into words. As hard as we try to communicate the impact to our donors, by showing photographs, videos, doing blogs, 

telling people’s stories, I always feel that we come up short. The hugs, kisses, food, and handshakes that I have received over 

the years from the people in the communities in which we have worked...how can you convey such heartfelt messages of 

thanks? This past year saw our partners in six countries complete 76 water projects and dozens of latrines and hand washing 

stations. This fiscal year we have set our most ambitious project goal to date. We will see new water projects in at least 112 

communities in five countries. Ryan will visit schools around the globe, inspiring them to take action and make a difference. 

When Ryan was six years old, his story was a novelty. Now, there are countless people around the world forging their own paths 

and giving back. This year, we will be building on our School Challenge project, engaging with kids of all ages, challenging them 

to find their passion and to follow their dreams. In January, we will kick off a year of celebrating 20 years since Ryan began this 

journey. Follow along at www.ryanswell.ca 

We could not do any of our work without your financial support. Thank you for making such a small organization relevant in the 

communities of so many. If you have any questions about any of our work, just ask. I am a phone call or e-mail away. 

 

We would like to spotlight our longest serving partner, 

working with Ryan’s Well since 2003. RWIDF (Rukingiri 

Women Integrated Development Foundation) is a 

cooperative led by Helen Kabbajunga.  This incredible 

organization builds water and sanitation projects from 

the ground up with local communities. RWIDF 

concentrates on projects in schools and in communities 

in Western Uganda, and are great at hygiene training! 

Their work has been recognized by all levels of 

government in this area. It is remotely situated and out 

of the spotlight of most organizations working in WASH 

(Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Training). “The substantial growth of the [Ryan’s 

Well Foundation] over these two 

decades has delivered significant change 

through life-giving water to people in 

need; thus, the work accomplished by 

Ryan’s Well brings an end to disease that 

would otherwise plague a nation.” 

 
These are the kind words of Mo Anderson, the 

Chair of one of our biggest supporters: KW 

Cares. Want to hear the rest? Head on over to 

www.ryanswell.ca 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finding Joy 

While doing site monitoring in rural 

Northern Uganda this year, Ryan 

had the privilege of meeting Joy. Joy 

is 13 years old and is just entering 

grade 7. She was doing laundry 

using a well that the Ryan’s Well 

Foundation had built that year, and 

was caring for her four younger 

brothers. Joy has been blind since 

birth.  She spoke to Ryan about how 

excited she was to be going back to 

school, all while micromanaging her 

younger brothers, and making sure 

they were polite. She expressed 

thanks for the newly constructed 

well done outside her village, which 

makes it easier for her to go to 

school. Water is a pivotal piece that 

helps strong-willed characters like 

Joy go to school, live their lives and 

keep on being themselves. 

 

 

Yes, I want to give a: 

$100 $75 $50 $20 Other $_________ 

Name: 

Address: City: 

Prov./State: Postal/Zip Code: 

Tel: E-Mail: 

Please find enclosed my cheque payable to “Ryan’s Well Foundation.” 

Please bill my credit card Exp: 

Card Number: 

Signature: 

Would you like a Canadian tax receipt? 
*Issued for donations of $10 or more 

Yes No 

Or, you can make a secure online 

donation at www.ryanswell.ca/donate 

I would like to receive Ryan’s Well e-mail updates. 

Yes, please contact me by e-mail. 

Ryan’s Well Foundation appreciates your gift and respects 

your privacy. We do not sell or trade our donor 

information. If, at any time, you wish to be removed from 

these periodic contacts, please contact us at  

1-613-258-6832 or info@ryanswell.ca 

Thank you! 
Registered Canadian Charity  88858 7110 RR0001 

Please take the time to give. Detach the donation slip below and mail in the enclosed envelope. 

Your generous contribution will make a difference in the lives of thousands of people. 

And, please take the time to flip to the other side to complete our survey! 

|__|__|__|__|   |__|__|__|__|   |__|__|__|__|   |__|__|__|__| 

____ /____ 

So This Happened…. 
This past year, we attended a variety of  

amazing events, fundraisers and ceremonies.  

The Kemptville Live Music Festival was a hit,  

supporting the Ryan’s Well Foundation through  

the raffle of a guitar donated by Class Axe  

Guitars in Kemptville. Ryan was honoured with  

the Emerging Leader Award at Canada’s  

Volunteer Awards in Ottawa, Ontario. On World Water Day, Megan and Ryan 

attended the festivities at the Aquatarium in Brockville to educate and inspire 

local students on world water issues. StoneFace Dolly’s hosted the second 

Women for Women Ladies’ Night, inspiring women in Ottawa to support women 

and girls in Haiti who are in need of clean water and latrines. Ryan and Megan 

participated in the Dunk Tank Challenge to support the North Grenville 

Community Fund. We are still laughing at the comedy night fundraiser at Yuk 

Yuks Ottawa to launch H2Aid biodegradable water bottles; 50% of the profits of 

the bottles are donated to the Foundation. Every year we are inspired by the 

dedication and support from our donors. Thank you! 

 

From Taiwan to Mexico:  

Ryan’s Travels This Year 

In 2016-2017, Ryan continued to travel around the 

globe, inspiring people of all ages with his story 

and the work of the Foundation. Throughout the 

school year, Ryan visited 35 schools around the 

world. With the support of a generous Air Miles 

donation, Ryan visited two School Challenge 

Contest winners, Burns Middle School in Florida 

and St. Paschal Baylon in California. Ryan traveled 

to Mexico and spoke to multiple schools about the 

impact one person can make, even at the age of 

six years old. In Taiwan, Ryan was the keynote 

speaker at an entrepreneurial boot camp at the 

Yunus Center at Taiwan University. Ryan also 

spoke at a wide variety of conferences throughout 

Canada and the USA. 

 

MONTHLY DONATION ONE-TIME DONATION 

DMFL17 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Please take a moment to fill out the survey below, detach it and send it to us in the enclosed envelope. 

We would love to improve the work that we do, and your feedback would help us to accomplish even more! 

Thank you! 

From Last Year’s School 

Challenge… 

Headline about Donating! 
Want To Get To Know Us? 

Give us a call at our office at 1-613-258-6832, send 

us an email at info@ryanswell.ca, or visit our 

website at www.ryanswell.ca! 

More of a social media fan? Find us at: 

 facebook.com/ryanswell 

instagram.com/ryanswellfoundation 

youtube.com/user/ryanswellfoundation 

twitter.com/theryanswell 

flikr.com/photos/ryanswell 

Your gift will allow us to travel to project sites, motivational 
and educational speaking engagements, and conferences 
around the world. To transfer reward miles, Collectors must 
call the AIR MILES Customer Care Centre at 1-888-247-6453, 
and complete the following steps: 
 • Validate your collector account with a Customer Care 

Specialist. 

• Give the number of reward miles to be transferred. 

• Give the primary collector name (Hreljac) and collector 

number on the account reward miles are to be transferred 

to (80104241350). 

We would like to sincerely thank you for your gift! 

Did you know that you can donate your AIR 

MILES points to the Ryan’s Well Foundation? 

…To This Year’s New 

Changes! 

The 2017/2018 School Challenge will provide 2,000 people 

in Kenya with clean, safe water. We are very excited to 

launch a *NEW* Ryan’s Well School Challenge App on 

Google Play and the App Store to allow students and 

teachers to view project updates, connect with youth 

around the world, gain access to activities and teaching 

resources, and much more. And, if desired, we will send a 

FREE “Ryan and Jimmy” book to every school that 

participates in the School Challenge this year as a thank 

you for all of their hard work. 

 

1. How do you feel about how often the Ryan’s 

Well Foundation contacts you? 

2.   I prefer hearing about the Foundation through: 

(Check all that apply) 

I would like more contact. 

Just enough contact. 

Too much contact. 

No opinion. 

E-mail 

Phone 

Social Media 

Website 

Regular mail 

3.   I am satisfied with my relationship as a donor to 

the Ryan’s Well Foundation. 

Strongly agree. 

Agree. 

Disagree. 

Strongly disagree. 

Why do you feel this way? 

And, feel free to leave any other comments! 

Because of the hard work and determination of 

hundreds of students from 127 schools from 11 

countries around the world, we were able to make life 

better for those in need. Our 2015/16 School 

Challenge participants raised enough to provide clean 

water to 5,250 people in Burkina Faso! The unique 

aspect of the School Challenge is that kids are helping 

kids their own age. This allows youth to learn about 

world issues and to motivate them to become active 

local and global citizens. This past year, Ryan visited 35 

schools and Skyped with 83 schools from around the 

world, inspiring and empowering thousands of 

students across the globe! 


