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The Goal
Ryan Hreljac and Ryan’s Well Foundation have built their one

thousandth well!
Now Ryan will embark on the ambitious goal of creating 1000 new
water projects – constructing everything from water wells to water
tanks to hand washing stations and latrines.
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The Inspiration…Ryan’s Story
At the age of 24, Ryan Hreljac has
become a compelling voice for those
impacted by the water and sanitation
crisis throughout the developing world.
His message is clear – every person on
the planet deserves clean water, and
everyone can help make a difference.
My story is really very simple. One day in
January 1998, I was sitting in my Grade One
classroom. My teacher, Mrs. Prest,
explained that people were sick and some
were even dying because they didn’t have
clean water. She told us that some people
walked for hours in Africa and sometimes it
was just to get dirty water.
All I had to do was take 10 steps from my
classroom to get to the drinking fountain and
I had clean water. Before that day I figured
everyone lived like me. When I found out
this wasn't the case, I decided I had to do
something about it. I went home and begged
my mom and dad to help. After a few days,
they told me I could do extra chores to earn
the $70 I thought would build a well. I
thought that's all it would take to solve the
world's water problem. I worked for four
months to earn my first $70. I learned that it
was actually going to cost $2,000 to build a
well in a place like Uganda. The problem
was way bigger than I realized.

In 2013, I graduated from the University of
King’s College in Halifax on the east coast of
Canada. I studied international development
and political science and remain involved
with the Foundation as a speaker and Board
member. I speak around the world on water
issues and on the importance of making a
difference no matter who you are or how old
you are.
My work would not happen without the
support of my family and friends. My
Ugandan pen pal, Jimmy Akana, who I met
on my first trip to Uganda, is now a member
of our family. Jimmy is an inspiration
because he works hard and has a positive
outlook. He always has a great big smile.
My advice to anyone is that in order to make
a positive change in the world, you need to
find something you are passionate about
and then you need to take steps to act. For
me, the issue is water and sanitation.
Water is essential to all life. I hope my story
is a reminder that we can all make a
difference - it applies to each and every one
of us.

I started speaking to service clubs, school
classes, to anyone who would listen to my
story so that I could raise money for my first
well at Angolo Primary School in Uganda.
That’s how my little Grade One project
became the Ryan’s Well Foundation.
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A closer look…
The Ryan’s Well Foundation is a family of
people committed to delivering access to
safe water as an essential way to improve
the lives of people in the developing world.
We empower citizens of all ages to take
action and effect change in the world.
Formed in 2001, Ryan’s Well is a registered
Canadian charity (No. 88858 7110 RR0001).
Ryan’s Well has completed 1000 wells
and water projects, bringing safe water and
improved sanitation to over 800,000 people.

We focus on five key areas:








BUILD – Water, Sanitation
and Hygiene Projects
Our BUILD program supports water,
sanitation and hygiene education projects in
partnership with local non-governmental and
community based organizations in
developing countries. Our current focus is to
the communities of West Africa (Burkina
Faso, Ghana, and Togo), East Africa (Kenya
and Uganda), and Haiti.





Community-driven – Members of each
community are engaged in project
planning, implementation and ongoing
management of new water sources,
sanitation and hygiene education
activities.
Local partnerships – Community
groups bring their local insight and on
the ground expertise to our work. This
supports community involvement and
maintains local traditions.
Empowerment of children, youth and
women – Access to safe water and
sanitation provides the foundation to
lead healthier lives. With less time spent
collecting water, children can attend
school; women can tend to their homes
and gardens; and girls and women
receive access to privacy and dignity.
Inclusive access to water, sanitation
and hygiene – To maximize potential
benefits for people and communities,
programming includes three elements:
safe water, improved sanitation and
hygiene education.
Scalable programs for future growth
– Our aim is to replicate water and
sanitation projects and programs so we
can reach new communities and
regions.
Sustainable results for years to come
– We support the growth of water and
sanitation programs that will provide
access for communities for years to
come through proper planning,
implementation and monitoring.

“You are really living proof that one person and it really doesn’t matter how old you are, can really make a
difference.” Oprah Winfrey on Ryan (Oprah Winfrey Show, 2001)
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EMPOWER – Be Inspired.
Get Involved and Make a
Difference
Ryan’s story inspires people of all ages to
contribute to positive change through
grassroots action. Our EMPOWER program
includes countless speaking engagements
and outreach activities encouraging schools,
communities and individuals to raise
awareness and funds for Ryan’s Well.

Our Board of Directors
Our hard-working board of directors is made
up of members who volunteer their time and
expertise to provide guidance our projects
and activities.











Shawn McCarthy (Chair), Journalist,
Globe and Mail
Dermid O’Farrell, Partner and
President, O’ Farrell Financial
Devan Pennell (Treasurer), Controller,
Ottawa Sports & Entertainment Group
Susan Hreljac (Secretary), Regional
Advisor, Province of Ontario, Citizenship
and Immigration
Ryan Hreljac, Founder, Ryan’s Well
Foundation
Kelly Arnott: Health Professional
Musharait Kashimir, Kilimanjaro Film
Institute
Robin Stewart: Founder and Head
Designer, Stage FX
James Ball, Director General (retired)
Public Health Agency of Canada
Lisa Stilborn: Chief Operating Office,
Temple Scott Association, Inc.

At the core is our Youth in Action initiative,
a program educating students about the
need to conserve water and to understand
the importance of safe water and sanitation.
A key theme is to encourage students to find
here their puzzle piece fits in the world and
to take action.

During dry season, there was no water source available
and we travelled 4 kilometres to fetch water and during
such a period we bathe only once and from the water
source. The water is not safe because many of us suffer
from stomach related diseases like typhoid and
diarrhea. It’s a surprise to all in this community to see
this well being drilled here. It’s hard to believe this
community is soon having safe water.
Arwata Livingstone, Coo Oya Village, Uganda
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Our impact…
We have impacted countless lives and here are some of our accomplishments:

BUILD





Completed over 1000 wells and 1000 latrines
Provided access to clean water, improved
sanitation and hygiene education to 800,000
people
With access to safe water and sanitation,
communities realize improved health and
well-being for a more prosperous future
Women, children are empowered by access
to safe water when less time is needed to
collect water each day - time that can be
dedicated instead to education, income
generating activities and living healthy lives

EMPOWER







Involved over 650 schools from 30 countries
Presented our message of safe water to more
than 120,000 people, mainly youth,
each year through volunteer, Ambassador,
staff and Ryan’s speaking engagements
Reached countless others through Ryan’s
appearance on Oprah and on CNN and
CBC,
through articles in newspapers, magazine
and
radio, through the publication of the book,
“Ryan and Jimmy and the Well in Africa that
Brought Them Together”, and through the
documentary, “Ryan’s Well”
Active in social media:
o Facebook
(http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid
=2568306344)
o Twitter (http://twitter.com/TheRyansWell)
o Youtube
(http://www.youtube.com/user/RyansWell
Foundation)
o Flikr (http://www.flickr.com/photos/ryanswell)

Fiscally Responsible
We focus on keeping our administrative costs as low as possible. In 2012-13, 11% was spent on
administration, 6% on fundraising and 83% on our
charitable BUILD and EMPOWER programs.
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A quick look at water
and sanitation…


Nearly one billion people don’t have
access to safe water - approximately one
in six people on earth.



2.5 billion people in the world do not
have access to adequate sanitation; this
is roughly two fifths of the world's
population.



Millions of women and children spend
several hours a day collecting water from
distant, often polluted sources. In Africa alone 40 billion hours a year are spent
collecting water,



Almost two thirds of people lacking
access
to clean water live on less than $2 per
day.



88% of all diseases are caused by either
unsafe water, inadequate sanitation or
insufficient hygiene. For children under 5,
water-related diseases are the leading
cause of death.



443 million school days are lost each
year to water-related diseases.



About 2.5% - of the total water on Earth is
fresh water. Precipitation is the ultimate
source of freshwater. If the world's water
fit into a bucket, only one teaspoonful
would be drinkable.1

The children no longer have to pick water from the community borehole located two kilometres away from the
school. The parents were very happy to see that there is a good learning environment for their children.
Sam Kateu, Founder, Kavule Parents School for the Deaf, Uganda

1

Statistics: www. unicef.org/infobycountry/, www.data.worldbank.org, www.wateraid.org,
hdr.undp.org/en/statistics/ http://www.undp.org/climatechange/library_gender.shtml
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